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Th e  Hu ma n Ri ght s  C o mmi t t e e  
 

Go in g  b e yond  B r ex i t   
 

“ R ipp in g  up ”  Hu ma n Ri gh ts  Law s  to  C o mb at  T e r ro r i s m 

 
The current Prime Minister of the United Kingdom stated yesterday, 6 June 2017, that 
she will “rip up” human rights laws if they stand in the way of implementing her anti-
terrorist policies. 
 
This has already been roundly condemned in the UK itself and reportedly by the EU.  
 
Legally speaking, the most that the UK could do would be to invoke Article 15 of the 
European Convention on Human Rights and derogate from the Convention. To justify 
such a derogation the UK would have to contend that the “life of the nation” was 
threatened. In the absence of such a threat, or in the presence of an empty claim that 
such a threat obtained, any derogation would be an abuse of Article 15 and a 
departure from the rule of law. 
 
The ECBA stresses that our society in general and its values in particular cannot in 
any event be defended by departing from the rule of law. 
 
We recall the words of the late Aharon Barak, Chief Justice of Israel:  
 

“When the cannons speak, the Muses are silent. But even 

when the cannons speak, the military commander must uphold 

the law. The power of society to stand up against its enemies is 

based on the recognition that it is fighting for values that 

deserve protection. The rule of law is one of these values.” 

(Morcos v Minister of Defence, 45 (1) P.D. 467, 470-71) 

The Prime Minister ignores this universal truth at her peril and at the peril of society 
in general. 
 
Let her recant. 
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