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Defend the 
defenders



"Endangered Lawyer” Project, UCPI, Italy

Endangered HRD's / lawyers?

All over the world, lawyers are 
sanctioned, intimidated, 
harassed, tortured, injured, killed 
because to their profession.  

More than 1000 lawyers and legal 
workers have been killed or 
disappeared in the past several 
decades (International association of 
people's lawyers).
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"I have to state as a fact, but 
with great regret, that there are 
in Northern Ireland a number of 
solicitors who are unduly 
sympathetic to the cause of the 
IRA.” 

Douglas Hogg
17 January, 1989Pat Finucane, 

killed 12 
February, 1989



“Governments shall ensure that lawyers are able to perform all of 
their professional functions without intimidation, hindrance, 
harassment or improper interference;  
shall not suffer, or be threatened with, prosecution or administrative, 
economic or other sanctions for any action taken in accordance 
with recognized professional duties, standards and ethics.”

Basic Principle 
on the role of 
Lawyer 
(Havana 
principles, 
1990 

Guarantees 
for the 
functioning of 
lawyers 



“Lawyers shall not be identified with 
their clients or their clients' causes as a 
result of discharging their functions”



”MEasures should be taken to respect, protect and promote the 

freedom of exercise of the profession of lawyer without 

discrimination and without improper interference from the 

authorities or the public, in particular in the light of the 

relevant provisions of the European Convention on Human 

Rights” 

Recommendation N° R(2000)21 of the Committee of Ministers to members States on 

the freedom of exercise of the profession of lawyer (adopted on 25 October 2000).



“central position (of lawyers) in the 
administration of justice and the 
fundamental role they may play in the 
protection of fundamental rights”  

(ECtHR, June 2020, Bagirov vs Azerbaijan)



“Respect  for the lawyer’s 
professional function is 
an essential condition for 
the rule of law and 
democracy in society.” 
(CCBE’s Code of Conduct for European Lawyers, article 1.1) 
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