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ECBA Activity and Working Groups 

Human Rights Committee 

As defined by its constitution, one the objects of the ECBA is to promote the administration of justice and 
human rights under the rule of law within the member states of the Council of Europe and among the peoples 
of the world. Throughout the years the ECBA has been following Criminal Proceedings’ Human Rights’ issues. 

If you know of any issue that should be brought to our attention, please do not hesitate to contact us 
at secretariat@ecba.org.  

The increasing involvement of the ECBA in advocacy for Human Rights in Criminal Proceedings has led the 
ECBA to appoint a Human Rights Officer (HRO). The Human Rights Officer (HRO) will be the contact person for 
Human Rights’ issues, including possible interventions by the ECBA before the ECtHR, and will represent the 
ECBA in activities such as trial observations. Alexis Anagnostakis (Greece) has been appointed by the Executive 
Committee of the ECBA as the actual HR Officer on 21 September 2020.  

Given that the demands of human rights law for the work of the ECBA were steadily increasing and could not 
be adequately met by the Human Rights Officer alone the Executive and Advisory boards of the ECBA 
decided at the meeting of 21 April 2017 in Prague, Czech Republic, to establish a human rights committee. 
The Human Rights Committee (HRC) comprise the undernoted persons: 

Nicola Canestrini (Italy) Tomasz Kodrzycki (Poland) 
Vânia Costa Ramos (Portugal) Ondrej Laciak (Slovakia) 

Walter De Agostino (Italy) Mihai Mares (Romania) 

Marius Dietrichson (Norway) Ales Michalevic (Bielorussia) 
Paul Garlick (UK) Jonathan Mitchell (UK) 
Thomas Garner (UK) Rebecca Niblock (UK) 
Sergey Golubok (Russian 
Federation) Luzia Prata Cordeiro (Portugal) 

Robin Grey (UK) Kevin Roberts (UK) 
Omar Hegazi (Italy) Sylvain Savolainen (Switzerland) 
Maria Hessen Jacobsen (Norway) Alex Tinsley (UK) 
Nancy Hollander (USA)  

The ECBA “Scott Crosby” Human Rights Award 

The ECBA and their Human Rights Committee have decided to institutionalize the ECBA Human Rights 
Award, named after our late friend and passionate human rights activist Scott Crosby, the first ECBA HR 
Officer, to be awarded once a year to distinguished lawyers who have demonstrated outstanding 
commitment and sacrifice to uphold fundamental values. 

The objective of the ECBA is to honour the efforts of lawyers and at the same time raise awareness of the 
core values of the legal profession. The receivers of the first ECBA Human Rights Award 2020 were Judge 
Igor Tuleya and the Dean of the Warsaw Bar Association, lawyer Mikołaj Pietrzak, both from Poland. 
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ECBA HRC Activity  2021 – 2022 

The ECBA condemns the invasion of Ukraine by Russia - February 2022

ECBA Chair co-signs letter urging the UN to open query into Iran's 1988 killings and Raisi role - 

January 2022 

ECBA signs Statement regarding the 2022 Day of the Endangered Lawyer - January 2022

The ECBA  Human Rights Committee stands in Solidarity with Egyptian lawyer Mohamed el-

Baqer, December 2021

Joint call in support of endangered lawyers in Afghanistan, November 2021

The ECBA stands by the prosecuted Turkish lawyers, September 2021

The Philippines: attacks against lawyers further escalating - joint statement, July 2021

The ECBA signed the first “International Fair Trial Day” (IFTD) statement, June 2021

Joint statement on the Russian state’s measures against lawyer Ivan Pavlov, May 2021

ECBA HRC statement on the case of the lawyer Robert Roșu, May 2021

ECBA HRC Statement regarding the situation of the defense lawyers in Myanmar, March 2021

The ECBA signed the Joint Petition for the Day of the Endangered Lawyer 2021, focusing this year 

on Azerbaijan, January 2021
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Anti-Corruption in Europe (ACE) 
Defense rights and corporate liability to be considered. 

The purpose of the ACE group is to increase awareness on procedural and other ECHR safeguards in 
various anti-corruption legislative measures, where usually such safeguards are lower due to big 
public interest of fight against corruption, i.e. confiscation.  

In addition, we aim to inform on procedural and other ECHR safeguards in cases of corporate 
criminal liability (application of these safeguards to legal entities i.e. their representatives), and 
principle of ne bis in idem in cases of legal and natural persons belonging to the same factual 
situations (CJEU judgement Orsi and Baldetti). 

Leads: Amedeo Barletta (Italy) and Vladimir Hrle (Serbia) 

If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 

EPPO 

As the European Public Prosecutor’s Office (EPPO) became operational as of June 2021, the ECBA 
brought into force a working group to reflect on defence issues and procedural rights in EPPO 
proceedings. Creating a new criminal procedure for a new institution is a complex matter, in which 
defence rights should be fully acknowledged and protected.  

The working group will focus on the lack of specific regulations of defence and procedural rights, 
impact on the rights of the suspect at the national level and problems relating to access to the case 
file. The working group’s aim is to identify the relevant defence issues and to advise the members of 
the ECBA on how to handle them and to interact with the EPPO in order to convey the views of 
practitioners and help to build a practice that is in conformity with the highest standards of the fair 
trial and rights of individuals. 

Leads: Vincent Asselineau (France), Vânia Costa Ramos (Portugal) and Rosa van Zijl 
 (The Netherlands) 

If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 
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Extradition Forum 
 

The extradition and EAW working group focuses on remarkable or interesting extradition cases.  
 
Once a month a virtual meeting is organised, allowing any of the members to ask the floor (beforehand 
or “on the spot”) to share information on extradition or EAW cases they deem potentially interesting 
for the others. Extradition requests to certain countries that have been refused, EAW’s that have not 
been accepted by the requested state etc.  
 
The aim is to learn from each other’s experiences and to maybe use the information in later cases. 
The forum is practical and doesn’t take more than 30 minutes. The “fixed” meeting date is the first 
Friday of the month at 4.30 PM CET (3.30 PM UK). 
 
Leads: Heiko Ahlbrecht (Germany) and Hand van de Wal (Belgium) 
 
If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 
 
European Arrest Warrant 
 
The European Arrest Warrant [EAW] is the flagship of mutual recognition initiative in European 
criminal law. Since its entry into force on 1st January 2004 the ECBA has followed closely the 
development of this instrument. The ECBA and its EAW working group have continuously made 
submissions and representations about the problems encountered by defendants to such 
proceedings, and in particular the violations of fundamental rights in which such proceedings can 
result. 
 
In line with the ECBA’s objectives, the working group disseminates information on the EAW 
framework, promotes good practices among defence lawyers involved in EAW proceedings and 
assembles a network of practitioners. Members regularly take part in training courses (jointly with 
EAW) and participate to the monthly meetings with the Extradition WG to discuss recent case law. 
The ECBA EAW Handbook stems from the ECBA’s aim to provide practitioners with a preliminary guide 
about what an EAW is and how to defend it. This is an ongoing project supplemented and updated by 
the working group. The core of the handbook is available in multiple languages. The working group is 
currently working on an updated version of the handbook (expected in autumn 2022) and national 
chapters. 
 
Leads: Constance Ascione-Le Dréau (France) and Elise Martin-Vignerte (Ireland) 
 
If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 
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Mutual Legal Assistance 

The exchange of evidence across borders is becoming daily business for criminal defence lawyers. The 
ECBA has been paying close attention to this topic. It is a field where dual or multiple defence plays a 
key role. ECBA membership and attendance at conferences provides optimal networking 
opportunities to get to know defence lawyers with expertise in European and other jurisdictions and 
exchange experience in this field. 

Defence practitioners need to be able to answer these questions: 

- How can I obtain evidence located abroad?

- How can I defend a request from abroad for gathering evidence in my jurisdiction?

- How can I defend against the use of evidence obtained abroad?

Accordingly the ECBA has formed a working group to promote the study and exchange of practical 
experience concerning these 3 questions.  

Lead: Rebecca Niblock (UK) 

If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 
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Roadmap 2020/ Procedural Safeguards 

The Working Group of the Procedural Safeguards is pleased to present the ECBA´s initiative called: 
“Agenda 2020: A new Roadmap on minimum standards of certain procedural safeguards“ (Roadmap 2020). 
Click here for the document. 

The Roadmap 2020 follows successful project of the Roadmap for strengthening procedural rights of 
suspected or accused persons in criminal proceedings adopted by EU Member States in 2009 (Roadmap 2009), 
which resulted in number of EU directives covering rights of suspects and accused in criminal proceedings such 
as the right to interpretation and translation,  the right to information, the right of access to a lawyer and to 
communication while deprived of liberty, legal aid and procedural safeguards for children. 
Further procedural safeguards in criminal proceedings are not yet on the EU political agenda. Therefore, the 
ECBA promotes in the Roadmap 2020 seven additional procedural safeguards that shall become part of the 
EU legislation based on the practical experiences of the ECBA´s members - defence lawyers throughout all EU 
member states and the Council of Europe countries. 
The list consists of following procedural safeguards: 
• Measure A: (Pre-Trial) Detention and European Arrest Warrant,
• Measure B: Certain Procedural Rights in Trials,
• Measure C: Witnesses’ Rights and Confiscatory Bans,
• Measure D: Admissibility and Exclusion of Evidence and other Evidentiary Issues,
• Measure E: Conflicts of Jurisdiction and ne bis in idem,
• Measure F: Remedies and Appeal,
• Measure G: Compensation.
The ECBA believes there is a strong need for action in order to strengthen the legal principle of mutual
recognition and its underlying component - mutual trust, as well as to approximate legal frameworks across
the EU member states and the cooperation between them.
The Working Group of the Procedural Safeguards has approached the forthcoming presidency of the Czech
Republic in the Council of the EU, via the Ministry of the Justice in the Czech Republic, presented the Roadmap
2020 to the Czech minister of Justice and offered practical experience and cooperation of the ECBA members
in order to implement the Roadmap 2020.

Leads: Miroslav Krutina (Czechia) and Vincent Asselineau (France) - for the Roadmap 2020 

If you are interested in joining the working group or simply want to discuss, please contact 
secretariat@ecba.org 




