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Media and PR in Criminal cases
•The panel will examine the role (and 
responsibility) of the media in reporting on 
criminal cases and the interaction (and balance 
to be struck) between the accused’s right to a 
fair trial with the freedom of the press as 
guaranteed by Article 10 ECHR. 
•It will also examine how PR can be used as part 
of an effective defence strategy and spotlights 
on freedom of press restrictions, fair access to 
courts and persecution of journalists. 
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Anonymity pre charge – Bloomberg v ZXC 

Main principles

The respondent was a US citizen (‘ZXC’) who worked for a publicly 
listed company operating overseas in several foreign countries (‘X 
Ltd’). In 2013, certain activities carried out by ZXC’s division of X Ltd in 
a foreign country become the subject of a criminal investigation by UK 
law enforcement. In 2016, Bloomberg published an article regarding 
said activities, the information in which was drawn almost exclusively 
from a confidential Letter of Request sent by the UK law enforcement 
to the foreign country. 

Issues before the Court 
1.Does a person under criminal investigation but 
prior to being charged, have a reasonable 
expectation of privacy regarding information relating 
to that investigation?
 
1.Was the Court of Appeal correct that the Article 
8/10 balancing exercise fell in favour of ZXC?
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Public information regarding 
ongoing investigations and the 
limits imposed by the 
presumption of innocence

Leaks relating to investigative 
acts. The responsibility of 
journalists and public authorities

Freedom of expression of lawyers
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Defense attorneys must be proactive storytellers, not 
passive recipients of the narrative. We operate in 
courtrooms—but also in the broader court of public 
opinion. Used strategically, media engagement 
can strengthen, not weaken, the rule of law 
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