
What has the ECHR ever done 
for us? A (Short) history of the 
rise and fall of Human Rights in 
the UK

Edward Grange
eg@corkerbinning.com

@Extraditionlaw



2



3

Catherine of York 
aka Catherine 
Plantagenet

14th Great Grandmother
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King Edward IV

15th Great Grandfather
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King Edward III

19th Great Grandfather
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King Edward II

20th Great Grandfather
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King Edward I 

21st Great Grandfather
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King Henry III

22nd Great Grandfather
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King John

23rd Great Grandfather
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King Henry II

24th Great Grandfather
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Empress 
Matilda 
Plantagenet

25th Great Grandmother
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King Henry I

26th Great Grandfather
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William the 
Conqueror

Edward the 
Conqueror?
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16th Cousin 



History of Human Rights in 
the UK

• 1215: the Magna Carta
• 1679: Habeas Corpus Act 
• 1689: English Bill of Rights
• 1948: Universal Declaration of Human Rights
• 1950: the European Convention on Human Rights
• 1965: Race Relations Act
• 1965: International Convention on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Racial Discrimination
• 1966: UK signs up to the European Court of Human 

Rights
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• 1975: Sex Discrimination Act
• 1976: Race Relations Act
• 1979: Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against Women (CEDAW)
• 1984: UN Convention against Torture and Other 

Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or 
Punishment

• 1989: UN Convention on the Rights of the Child
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• 1994



• 1995: Disability Discrimination Act
• 1998: Human Rights Act
• 2006: Universal Periodic Review
• 2008: UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (UNCRPD)
• 2010: the Equality Act
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The demise of Human Rights 
in the UK?
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The UK Bill of Rights
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptfmAY6M6aA
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